
The EU Pledge is a commitment by leading food and beverage
companies in Europe to change food and beverage advertising on
TV, print and internet to children under the age of 12 in the
European Union. These voluntary measures are made by food and
beverage companies to the European Commission’s Platform for
Action on Diet, Physical Activity and Health in support of parental
efforts to promote healthy lifestyles. 1 

The European Snacks Association (ESA) has decided to endorse
the EU Pledge commitments in order to help promote healthier
snacking choices and balanced lifestyles among children. Thus, ESA
will have associate membership status with the EU Pledge group. 

The following member companies have signed the ESA Pledge
agreement and will submit themselves to the common monitoring
programme rolled out by the EU Pledge group. 

Two ESA member companies, LU Snack Foods (Kraft) and PepsiCo,
are already members of the EU Pledge Group. These companies
represent the bulk of advertising expenditure in the European
savoury snacks market. ESA will encourage all its members to
commit to the EU Pledge in due course.  

The ESA pledge signatories will publish their specific advertising
commitments during the course of 2010 on the ESA website
(www.esa.org.uk), the EU Pledge website (www.eu-pledge.eu) and
on companies’ own corporate websites. They will implement their
commitments no later than 31 December 2010. In case of mergers
or acquisitions, an adequate transition period will be allowed for the
implementation of measures taken under the pledge.

The ESA advertising pledge foresees the
following: 
• ESA recommends that member companies do not directly

advertise to children under 12 years of age on TV, print and
internet, except for products which fulfil specific nutrition criteria. 

• ESA also recommends that member companies do not engage in
any commercial communications related to savoury snack
products in primary schools, except where specifically requested
by or agreed with the school administration for educational
purposes.

• This recommendation enters into force on 1 January 2011.

• Nutrition criteria will be based on accepted scientific evidence
and/or applicable national and international dietary guidelines.

In line with the EU Platform’s Terms of Reference, EU Pledge
signatories are required to monitor commitments in a transparent,
accountable and participative way. ESA pledge signatories will be
subject to the common monitoring process rolled out by the EU
Pledge group as of 1 January 2011. 

For further information please contact:
Dr Sabine Seggelke, Public Affairs & Policy Director
European Snacks Association, Brussels
T: 0032(0)2 538 2039 F: 0032(0)2 539 1575
sabine@esa.org.uk 

“We will change our food advertising to children
and join the EU Pledge initiative”  ESA Pledge statement April 2010 

S A V O U RY  S N A C K  I N D U S T RY

Pledge

1 The EU Pledge group includes the following companies: Burger King, Coca-Cola, 
Danone, Ferrero, General Mills, Kellogg, Kraft, Mars, Nestlé, PepsiCo, Unilever. 

European Snacks Association
6 Catherine Street
London  WC2B 5JJ  
England

Telephone +44 (0)20 7420 7220
Fax +44 (0)20 7420 7221
Email esa@esa.org.uk
Website www.esa.org.uk

European Snacks Association
Rue Defacqz, 1
B - 1000 Brussels 
Belgium

Telephone +32 2 538 20 39
Fax +32 2 539 15 75
Email sabine@esa.org.uk
Website www.esa.org.uk

ESA Pledge Signatories

Intersnack
Maarten Leerdam
Klaus Köster

Lorenz Snack-World
Lorenz Bahlsen
Anne Klanke

Procter & Gamble 
Briain Debuitleir

Unichips - San Carlo
Alberto Vitaloni

Zweifel Pomy-Chip
Mathias Adank
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